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S Good Evenmg Senator Harp, Representatwe Geragosran and members of the j_- . |
'Approprrahcns Comm1ttee My name is Ramona Mercado»Espmoza I have been a staff |
) attorney at Greater Hartford Legal Aid since 2006 1 represent vrctrms of domestrc v1olence
- - in family law cases, 1 am testlfymg in support of fundmg 10 legai serv:ces o _' 2
| ~ First and foremost the staff and chents of GHLA thank you for your fundmg and |
o support last year.. We could not have done our work wrthout your support We contmue to
assert and protect our chents fundamental legal rrghts and advocate for the basrc human | |
| needs of those hvmg m poverty. Our mission is to eradrcate poverty and protect the T
' 7‘:.-Vulnerab1e Our bar is rarsed very hrgh and here i is Why o R _
| T d lrke to grve you a snapshot of Anme s case Anme was a vrbrant tovmg and hard
'workmg woman who was rarsmg her twin glrls when she remarrted Soon after her marrrage
.Anme ’s. hfe changed drastrcaily Within weeks, her husband became Jealous, controllmg and
B 'physrcally v101ent If she was late from work he beat her up because he feit she was out wrth S
_another man. When Anme went grocery shoppmg wrth her daughtcrs he wouid questton the : - o
grr}s about what Anme did and if she spoke with a man He beat Armle at hrs whrm and wrtl
When the twms were in their teens, one of thern reported to her tcacher that she and
" her srster were sexually molested by their stepfatherwAnme $ husband The teacher reported |
the matter to Anme and DCF Annie attempted to termmate her relatronshtp wrth her husband L
: and demanded he leave the apartment. She informed him she was pressmg charges agamst
~ him for molestlng her twins. Annie’s husband refused to. teave He went 1o the rnaster '
bedroom and took out the machete he kept under his side of the bed. He told Anme he was, _ .
- going to kill the girls and make her watch. Then he was going to kril Anme and htmself As -; S
 Annie atternpted to run for safety he twisted and broke her leg and raped her He was R

: eventualiy arrested
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We represented Anme m her dlvorce We obtamed sole custody of her twms and
" excluswe use of her Sectlon 8 subs:dlzed apartment We got her dlvorced When her ex-

husband’s sentencmg came up, Anme wanted our help to teli her story to the sentencmg Judge

- because she struggled to commumcate in Enghsh She wanled us to teli the judge how mueh e

'she and her daughters had suffered at the hands of an abuswe man Anme was reheved when IR

" the judge senteneed hzm to many years 1n Jall and on probatzon Beoause of our mtervennon ‘

. Anme and her twms now feel safe She 1s proud that her twms recentiy graduated from hlgh W

school and have plans for college

The safety and weH bemg of famihes hke Anme s is why legal servxces needs your o S

y eontmued support and fundmg Only w1th your ﬁnancmi commitment and experlenoed lega} L

'servwes 1awyers can survzvors hke Anme stand up to abuswe partners and win oourt orders

_' ~ that proteet her and her ehlldren Anme kept her hfe, her chxldren her apartment and her jOb R

.__Together we can proleet v1ct1ms and eradlcate poverty m CT Thank you o



